
 

What, or who, is the ‘Common Ground community’? 

The Common Ground Community is made up of: 

 ‘resident members’ (living in our 2 Community Houses) 

 ‘local members’ (living in and around Hodge Hill)  

 ‘supporters’ (who could live anywhere in the world!) 

Resident members have responded to God’s call to come together to live 

intentionally together as Christian community, sharing in each other’s lives, 

sharing their gifts and resources, and sharing in the life of the Community 

Houses, their neighbourhoods, and the wider ‘extended family’ of Hodge Hill 

Church. 

As of January 2015, the resident members are: 

 Genny Tunbridge and  Matt Lynch (at The Old Rectory) 

 Alex Stone, Tim, Claire & Isabelle Waller (at The Croft) 

Where are the two Community Houses? 

‘The Old Rectory’ is no. 80 Hodge Hill Common, next to the new ‘Fairview’ 

development of homes (built on the old site of St Philip & St James Church). 

You can get to it along the road which crosses Hodge Hill Common, either 

from Bromford Road or Coleshill Road. 

‘The Croft’ is no. 1 Ayala Croft. Coming down Chipperfield Road onto the 

Bromford Estate, turn right onto Bromford Drive, and Ayala Croft is the first 

close on your left. 

 



What will be happening in the Community Houses? 

Both Houses are intended to be places of hospitality and prayer – for the 

‘extended family’ of Hodge Hill Church, and for the neighbourhoods in which 

the Houses sit. There will be regular groups and activities happening in both 

Houses, but there will also be plenty of ‘one-off’ events, and opportunities for 

people to come, individually, and make use of the spaces they provide. 

Expect lots of food, conversation and laughter, opportunities for gardening, 

creativity and learning, and quiet spaces to find a listening ear, or time to 

reflect and pray, on your own or with other people. 

How can I get involved? 

Some groups and activities have already started at the Houses, and others 

will be kicking off soon. You can come and ‘dip in’ to those – or just drop in 

for a cuppa (we’ll advertise ‘good times’ to do that very soon!). If you want to 

book a visit to one of the Houses, either for yourself individually, or for a 

group, then have a chat with one of the resident members, 

or email: commongroundcommunitybham@gmail.com  

If you want to get more involved, why not consider becoming a ‘local 

member’ of the Common Ground community? Local members share with 

resident members a commitment to 2 core principles, the 5 lived values of 

Hodge Hill Church, and 5 shared practices which ‘knit’ the Common Ground 

community together, even when we live in different places in the Hodge Hill 

area. You’ll find these all outlined below. If you want to find out more, talk to 

one of the resident members, or Al Barrett or Sally Nash. 

If you want to support the life of the Common Ground community, by praying 

for us, or by occasionally giving some of your time, skills, or any other kind of 

support, please have a chat with any of us! 
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Core Principles 

 INCARNATIONAL LIVING 

Just as God became flesh (‘incarnate’) in Jesus and made his home in 

particular places, with particular people. So we’re committed to ‘being where 

we are’, believing that all of life matters, people and relationships matter, 

bodies matter, being present matters, the earth matters, place, 

neighbourhood and community matter... 

 SEEKING SHALOM 

The Hebrew word ‘shalom’ is found all through the Old Testament. It can be 

translated as peace, justice, integrity, wholeness and wellbeing – and 

probably more! ‘Shalom’ is what we’re working towards – and is the path we 

try to walk to get there. We’re committed to seeking ‘shalom’ within us, in 

our relationships, in our neighbourhoods, in our society, and in our world. 

And that includes being able to fail gracefully, and often! 

Lived Values 

The ‘extended family’ of Hodge Hill Church shares a commitment to 5 core 

values, signs of God’s presence, that we look for and seek to recognise and 

celebrate in our neighbours, and that we seek to nurture and embody in our 

own lives and relationships. They are: 

 Compassion  Generosity  Trust 

 Friendship  Hope  

Shared Practices 

You don’t have to live in one of the Community Houses to be part of the 

Common Ground community. The invitation to join is open to everyone 

(within Hodge Hill Church and beyond), but we recognise that it will suit some 

and not others. It’s certainly not marking out a ‘spiritual elite’, but simply a 

network of people who want, or feel they need, to be connected together in 

this way. These ‘shared practices’ are the things that knit us together as a 

‘dispersed’ community, and outline our reasons for coming together, and the 

things we do corporately, even when we’re in our different places... 



 BEING together – gathering to spend time together, eating, playing, 

sharing together 

 DOING together – engaging in shared shalom-seeking activities, both 

local & wider 

 PRAYING together – for each other, and with a shared pattern and/or 

liturgy 

 DISCOVERING together – learning from and with each other through 

what we do together, through those we encounter, through our 

explorations of books, films, etc. 

 Developing and sustaining a personal ‘RULE/RHYTHM OF LIFE’, 

reviewed regularly with a ‘spiritual companion’ – structured around 

the 7 ‘dimensions of wellbeing’ (see below) 

What is a ‘rule’ or ‘rhythm’ of life? 

It’s simply a way of bringing together, and being more attentive to, some of 

your personal habits and practices of day-to-day living which sustain you and 

help you grow as a human being, and as a friend and follower of Jesus. 

Writing them down can help you do them more intentionally – and 

sometimes try and shift some of the ‘balances’ in your life. We try and shape 

our ‘rules/rhythms of life’ around 7 headings, or ‘dimensions of wellbeing’: 

 CONNECTING with others 

 DOING with and for others 

 Presence, healing and PEACE-MAKING 

 GIVING & RECEIVING 

 LEARNING 

 PRAYING 

 RESTING & PLAYING 

If you want to have a go at writing down your own rule/rhythm of life, or re-

working one that you have already, why not have a chat with Al or Sally? They 

can put you in touch with a ‘spiritual companion’ who can help you think it 

through, and review it every so often. 


